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THE EPISCOPAL PARISH OF ALTON 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Homecoming of the Rt. Rev. Brian K. Burgess 

February 5, 2023 

 

ST. PAUL’S 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II                                               Confirmation/Reception 

Prelude                                      Sur l'Introit de l'Epiphanie                  M. Durufle 

The Word of God 

Hymn #543                          O Zion, tune thy voice                             Hymnal, 1982 

The people standing, the Bishop says                                    BCP, p304. 

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Bishop then continues 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God's call to us;  

Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  

People One God and Father of all. 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life 

which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah                58:1-12 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 

practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, 

you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you 

fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do 

today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 

humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,  
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and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 

vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I 

am. If you remove the yoke from among you, 

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and 

satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom 

be like the noonday. 

The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make 

your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose 

waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm 

Chanted responsively by half-verse. The Cantor will chant and will move up one note at the end of 

the first part of each half-verse. The People will chant the second half of the verse, moving down 

one note at the end. 

Psalm 112:1-10             BCP p. 755  

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord * 

and have great delight in his co-mmandments! 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 

the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 

and their righteousness will last for ever. 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 

the righteous are merciful and full of com-passion. 

It is good for them to be generous in lending * 

and to manage their affairs with justice. 

For they will never be shaken; * 

the righteous will be kept in everlasting re-membrance. 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 

their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 

Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
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until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, * 

and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 

they will hold up their head with honor. 

The wicked will see it and be angry; 

they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 

the desires of the wicked will perish. 

The Epistle 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians             2:1-16 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 

you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 

and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My 

speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 

but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood 

this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  

nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him” --- 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 

the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 

that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now 

we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in words not taught 

by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 

spiritual. 

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 

them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. Those 

who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord  

so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Hymn #488                          Be thou my vision           Hymnal 1982 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel 

            Matthew 5:13-20 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 

but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks 

one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least 

in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                           +The Rt. Rev. Brian K. Burgess 

         Confirmation/Reception 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates            P. 415, BCP 

Bishop         The Candidates will now be presented. 

Sponsors   I present Benjamin Garrett to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Benjamin I do. 

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Benjamin I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

Sponsor        I present Trent Malloy to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Trent I do. 

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Trent I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

Sponsor   I present Carissa Dawn to be received into this Communion. 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
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Carissa I do. 

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Carissa I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

The Bishop addresses the congregation, saying: 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 

Christ? 

People      We will. 

Bishop     Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 

                        and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant                    P. 416 BCP 

Bishop   Do you believe in God the Father?  

 People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 Bishop   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy  

                  Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

                He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

               He descended to the dead. 

               On the third day he rose again. 

               He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

                 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   

                the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Bishop     Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  

                 and in the prayers? 

People      I will, with God's help. 

Bishop      Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and    

                 return to the Lord? 

    People      I will, with God's help. 

 Bishop      Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of   God in Christ? 

People       I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop      Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

  People        I will, with God's help. 

  Bishop        Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect  

                     the dignity of every human being?     
  People        I will, with God's help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates                                         p. 305-306 

The Bishop says 

 Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader   Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy  

  Church. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader   Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader   Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Bishop says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the 

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

forever. Amen. 

The Bishop says                p. 309 BCP 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 

overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have 

bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their 

Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours forever, and 

daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting 

kingdom. Amen. 
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Then the Bishop dips his right thumb in the chrism and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead 

of the one to be confirmed, as he says 

+ N. be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

When both Benjamin and Trent have been confirmed, the Bishop says 

Carissa, we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we 

receive you into the fellowship of this Communion. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, 

preserve, and keep you. Amen.  

The Peace                    BCP p. 360 

Welcome and Announcements Offertory 

   Offertory Anthem: (choir)      Rise up and Shine                          A. Lovelace 

The offering is collected by the ushers, and brought forward to the altar during this anthem, or 

immediately afterward. There are envelopes available for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. 

The loose offering from today will also be donated to this fund. Please be generous! 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to come forward to receive 

Holy Communion, and everyone is invited to come forward to 

receive a blessing. 

 

 

                   The Great Thanksgiving 

                    Eucharistic Prayer B                              BCP p. 367 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #120 The Holy Eucharist II, Lift up your hearts: Sursum corda 
 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Celebrant will chant a Proper Preface. 
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Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #129 The Holy Eucharist II, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus 

   

 
 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me." Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
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We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming 

in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Paul and all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

   The Holy Eucharist, The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional) 

     The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #119 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #152 The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ 

our Passover 

Celebrant 
 

All 
 

 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God 

Communion Anthem                           Slane                                             arr. G. Young 

Prayer after Communion    BCP p. 365 

After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the of his Body and 

Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 

serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Episcopal Blessing and Responses 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #173 
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Used by permission 

Hymn #381        Thy strong word did cleave the darkness   The Hymnal, 1982 

Dismissal 

Postlude          Ton-y-Botel              arr. L. Smith 

 
 

SERVING TODAY  NEXT WEEK 

Celebrant: +The Rt. Rev. Brian Burgess           The Rev. Cindy Sever 

Organist: Gay Anderson            Gay Anderson 

Thurifer Donna Fisher        ----- 

Crucifer: Dereck Cook                Dereck Cook 

Altar Acolyte     Destiny Drennan               Donna Fisher 

Acolyte: Diane Martin                  Brad  Black 

Book Bearer/Chalice: Marti LoRusso                Diane Martin 

Lector: Elizabeth Foley                Connie Terry 

Intercessor: Chuck Drennan                Diane Martin 

Altar Guild: D. Martin                 C. Terry/C. Buxton 
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 Calendar for Week of February 5, 2023 

Sunday, February 5  11 a.m. Bishop Burgess joins us! Holy  

                     Eucharist, Confirmation & Reception 

Monday, January 30 7 p.m.  Mondays@7  

Sunday, February 12 8:30 a.m. Mass at Trinity 

11 a.m. Mass at St. Paul’s 

Our parish Lenten program will be held at St. Paul’s each Wednesday in Lent 

beginning the week after Ash Wednesday. Each evening will begin with Mass at 6:00 

p.m., followed by a Lenten meal at 6:30 p.m. The meal will consist of soup, bread and 

cheese. This will be provided, so you don’t have to bring anything, but everyone will be 

asked to make a voluntary donation to cover costs with any profit going to the Crisis 

Food Center. 

Following the meal, we will have a Lenten study program based on the book Forgiveness: 

Finding Peace Through Letting Go by Adam Hamilton. The Lenten program will finish the 

week prior to Holy Week. The books can be borrowed and turned back in or purchased for $14 

(which includes the tax.) See Mother Cindy+ or Diane to claim your copy and to register for the 

study! 

The Annual Meeting will be held on February 19th in Heneghan Hall immediately following 

the 11 a.m. service. 

Lent Begins February 22nd. Ash Wednesday services with the imposition of ashes will be 

conducted that day by Mother Cindy+ at Trinity Chapel at 12:00 noon and at St. Paul’s at 

7:00 p.m. 

Please join us for lunch today in the parish hall in honor of Bishop Burgess’ first 

homecoming to our parish and to congratulate our confirmands! 
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